The allusion to the Great Council of the Marches or " Court for the Government of Wales " reminds us of the principal feature of Ludlow, its noble castle, which still stands stately in ruin on the precipitous banks of the Teme. Under its protection the town grew up, and was in time surrounded by walls which were a continuation of those next the castle, embracing the higher ground adjacent. At what period these walls were first erected there is no precise evidence to show. It is recorded that on Saint Lawrence's Day, in the year 1274, an affray VOL. xxxix. 2 A give the friars, because their rule forbade them to accept them, but they might and they did receive grants of small closes of land for the augmentation of their precinct. Such was the case with the Eremites of Ludlow. Edmund de Pontibus, otherwise Bridges, was a benefactor. 8 The noble family of Beauchamp were also benefactors to them, and some of the encaustic tiles which formed the pavement bear, their arms; but too much stress must not be laid on this circumstance, as many such armorial devices were fictitious heraldry not intended for any particular family, a practice not uncommon in mediaeval times.
The early history of this foundation is involved in so much obscurity that its actual founder is unknown. Curiously enough the sun itself sheds its light upon the subject, for it is recorded in Wharton's Anglia Sacra, i. 506, that on the 15th of March, 1282, Brampton de Brian, presumed by Mr. Eyton, who relates the anecdote in his History, b to have been the elder of that name, " being then in company with the Prior of the Augustine Friars of Ludlow, and several knights and other persons, saw, as the Annals of Worcester assure us, three suns at Kinlet, one in the east, one in the west, and one, I suppose a real one, in the south."
The next incident recorded of the Austin Eriary has reference to its situation, and to the love of its inmates for retirement. A local inquest was held on the 24th of January, 1284, and found that it would not injure the King or any other if the King allowed the Prior and brethren of the Order of Saint Augustine in Ludlow to inclose with wall and fence, and to keep inclosed, a certain lane (venellam) contiguous to the space (arete) already occupied by the fraternity in the suburbs of Ludlow. c The said lane extended from John le Hor's messuage in Holdestreet, now Old Street, to the street called Galdeford, now Gaolford. The King, Edward I., after receiving the report of this inquest, granted the favour requested, and issued a patent accordingly. d None of the corruptions of the dark ages were more detrimental to society than the privilege of sanctuary accorded to various churches of the realm, whereby a murderer who could take refuge within the sacred precinct escaped the punishment due to his crime ; and as the human intellect began to awake from its long slumber none of the exemptions claimed by the clergy excited so much the aversion of the laity to them as their pretension to be superior to the laws of their country. A circumstance occurred in the Austin Friary of Shrews-* Wright's History of Ludlow, 1826, vol. ii. p. 174. b Eyton, Antiquities of Shropshire, vol. iv. p. 250. 0 Inquisition, 12 Edw. I. No. 52. d Rot. Pat. 12 Edw. I. m. 15. Eyton, vol. v. p. 299. On the Discover of the Remains of the bury in 1472 which bears on both of these points, and is fully detailed in Owen and Blakeway's History of Shrewsbury.* But the privilege was resolutely maintained, and endured even to the last days preceding the Reformation. A similar occurrence connected with the establishment at Ludlow is recorded in a letter of Swinfield, Bishop of Hereford, dated the 16th of August, 1299, and addressed to King Edward I. The Bishop earnestly complains of a violation of sanctuary committed by the men of Ludlow, in that they had dragged from the church of the Friars of Saint Augustine, nigh Ludlow, a clerk who had fled thither for his life." Leland, who visited Ludlow just before the dissolution of its religious houses, says that " there were two fayre Colledges of Eriers in Ludlowe. The White-Grey Eryers was a fayre and costlie thinge, and stood without Corvegate by north, almost at the end of that suburb. One . . . Ludlowe, a knight, lord of Stoke castle or pyle towards Bishop's-Castle, was originall founder of it." This was probably Sir Lawrence de Ludlowe, who erected the present church of Saint Lawrence in 1349, 23rd Edward III., upon the site of the ancient church of Saint Mary White-Eryers. Leland also mentions the Augustine Eryers as standing without Galford Gate.
The Eriars seem to have prospered in their pleasant dwelling amidst their own orchards and gardens, overlooking their fertile meadows on the banks of the Teme. Thus occupied and thus enriched they found in their chosen abode that repose and seclusion which were ever the objects of the Monastic Orders, and the characteristics of their houses. Their portals were jealously guarded, not merely to prevent access from without so much as egress from within; sometimes a postern gate admitted of easier communication with the adjacent orchard or garden, but the conventual buildings were usually surrounded by a high wall, and the windows usually commanded the quadrangle or space within.
In the Patent Rolls of the nineteenth of Edward II., Richard Dobyn had licence to give to the Austin Eriars of Ludlow two acres and a half, his messuage, "pro manso elargiendo." d At the general dissolution of religious houses, which took place in the reign of Henry VIIL, principally in the years 1536 and 1538, it was found that the houses of the Eriars, who were prohibited by their rule from possessing lands Abstract, p. lxxiii. Eyton, vol. v. p. 299. ' Itinerary, ed. Hearne, 2nd edit. vol. iv. p. 92. d beyond their own immediate precincts, and who were consequently more dependent on voluntary offerings for their support, were in general reduced to a state of penury. The Austin Friars of Ludlow furnish us with an example, for the act of resignation only bears the signatures of the prior and three of the brethren. The document is as follows :-MEMORANDUM. We the Prior and Convent of the Austen Fryeres of Lodlowe, with one assente and consente, withowte any coaccyon or consell, do gyve ower howse into the handdes of the lorde vysytor to the Kynges use, desyeryng hys Grace to be goode and gracyous to us. In Wyttenes we subscrybe ower namys with ower proper hande this xxiij th daye of August, the xxx th yere of the rayne of ower dred Soveren Lorde Kynge Henry the VIII t h .
Per The inventory of the furniture of this house, which accompanies the document just given, is also a proof that it was not very rich :-The Austen Fryeres of Ludlowe delyvered to Wyllyam Yevans and Thomas Wheler, Balys ther-
Item, a chesabull and ij tenacles of gold, with ij albes. Item, a syngyll vestement of blacke worstede. Item, a syngyll vestement of blewe damaske. Item, ij olde copys. Item, a cope of sylke with starres. Item, a fayer cofer. Item, a chesabull and a tenacle of olde blacke velvet.
T H E QUEBE.
Item, ij olde auter clothes. Item, a holy water stope, laten. Item, a deske of tymber. Item, vj auter clothes steyneyd, olde. Item, the quere new stalleyd. Item, ij fayer belles and a lytyll bell in the stepull. Item, a lytyll tabull, and ij trustelles, and a forme. Item, ij olde cupbordes. Item, a pan and a ketell. Item, a lytyll brasse pott. Item, iij pewter plateres, olde. Item, a lytyll broche. Item, a fayre gret cupborde. Item, a gret trowe. Item, a tabull and ij formys. Item, fayer laveres of tynne. Item, a boxefull of evydens.
AND MEMORANDUM, ther rest in the vysytores handdes a chales weyeynge xiij unc. Also ther laye to plege a crosse beynge coper within, all weyeynge bothe the coper and sylver vj xx ix unc. for the whyche the vysytor payde for the sayde fryeres vj u xiiij s j d . WYLLTAM YEVANS ) , , } balys.
THOMAS WHELEK )
Ther be in renttes yerly iiij 11 above the owte rentes.
These rents were doubtless derived from the lands Avith which this house had been endowed before the Reformation.
The visitor herein named was Richard, Bishop of Dover, who took Ludlow on his way from Shrewsbury to South Wales, being there on the 28th of August, 1538. In this progress no less than twenty-eight religious houses were visited, suirendered, and dissolved. They seem to have been given up without opposition, for the suffragan bishop writes to the Minister, Thomas Cromwell,-In many placeys ther ys moclie clamor for dettes of conventtes, so that, withowte ye be goode lorde to pore men, many shall lose moche moneye by the fryeres, the whyche woll make a grett clamor amonge the pepull, for now I have moche besynes to satysfye the pepull for dettes. They say that yt ys not the Kynge's plesur that pore men shulde lose ther monye, with many worddes; but by feyer menys I satysfye them: sum I make schyfte and pay, sum I satysfye witt worddes, for in dyverse placeys all the stufFe in the howseys ys not abull to pay the dettes. d
The state of the Priory immediately after the dissolution may be gathered from a return of the Crown lands, made between the last year of the reign of 11 Wright's History of Ludlow, 1852, octavo, p. 343-45. 11 Letter quoted by Mr. Wright in his History of Ludlow, p. 348. Henry VIII. and the first of Edward VI., 1546-7. It is there stated that the Priory itself with the devastated grounds, on which what are called superfluous edifices originally stood, namely, the outward and the inner yards, with the garden, were in the occupation of Richard Palmer, the Nether Orchard was occupied by Matilda Yonge, widow, the Over Orchard was occupied by John Tanner, the Brom Meadow by Thomas Cordier, and the Friars' Meadow and the adjoining garden with the baillie by Robert Hoode, subject to a term of years granted to Margery Stone in a moiety of the Priars' Meadow. All these tenants appear to have held of the Crown for terms of years varying in duration, and at rents of different amounts, according to the nature and extent of their tenures.* All the buildings, granaries, stables, dovecote, and other premises lately occupied by the Prior of Saint Augustine and his brethren were granted by King Edward the Sixth, in the first year of his reign, 1547, to Sir Robert Townsend, Knight, Chief Justice of Chester. This Sir Robert was the third son of Sir Roger Townesend of Brackenash in Norfolk, knighted by Henry VIII. in 1545, after his return from Boulogne, and constituted Justice of Chester, in which post he was continued both by Edward VI. and Queen Mary. He died on the 8th of February, in the third and fourth year of Philip and Mary, possessed of the Manor and Rectory of Geist, and advowson of the Vicarage of the Church, the Manors of Swantons, Foxleys, and Southall, in the county of Norfolk", and the Priory and House of Saint Augustine in Ludlow, which descended to Thomas, his heir, who was at that time twenty-two years of age, and had to wife Anne, daughter of Henry D'Oyley of Shottisham, in Norfolk, Esquire. He had issue also Henry Townesend, ancestor to those of the name in the county of Salop.
On the north side of the altar in Ludlow church is a monument with effigies of a knight and lady, and with the arms of Townsend impaling Povy, under which is the date ANNO DOMINI 1581. Round the margin of the tomb is the following inscription 0 :- and the Nether Orchard, containing an acre and a half, the Hill Close of an acre and a half, the Friars' Medowe of seven acres, all situate between the King's highway on the north, the Cloister itself on the west, the river Teme ( rivulum Thamisie) on the south, and other lands belonging to the said Priory on the north. The large trees and underwood are reserved. It is also stated in the subsequent grants of these lands by Queen Mary, in the second year of her reign, 1554, to George Cotton and William Mannie, that the clear yearly value of the premises was nine pounds, which, rated at twenty-four years' purchase, amounted to seventy pounds and sixteen shillings, to be paid all in hand. The Queen's Majesty was to discharge the purchaser from all incumbrances except leases and the covenants in the same; the tenure to be in socage, the purchaser to have the issues from Easter last, and to be bound for the woods; the lead, bells, and advowson to be excepted. It is also stated, "The Queen's Majestie hath other land in Ludlowe aforesaid in the right of the said late Fryer Howse, amounting with the premises to the yerely value of iiijl. xvs. iiijd., and the Queen's Majestie hath a castle in Ludlowe of the principality of Wales.* "
The messuage, tenement, and site, with all its appurtenances, of the late Priory of Saint Augustine was sold by Robert Townsend to John Head, a physician of Ludlow; from whom it was purchased by Samuel Waring, a glover in Ludlow, and he by his will, dated 2nd June, 1744, devised it, after the death of Mercy his wife, daughter of George Karver the elder, of Upton in the parish of Little Hereford in the county of Hereford (she, by settlements on her marriage bearing date the 9th and 10th of February, 1729, acquiring a life estate), to his nephew Samuel Waring; and he by his will, dated 7th May, 1761, devised it to his wife Mary for life, and then to his son Samuel Waring. This Samuel Waring died without issue and intestate, leaving James Waring of Ludlow, gentleman, his only brother and heir-at-law. James Waring, by his will dated 12th November, 1813, gave this property to his friend Job Walker Baugh and Henry Lloyd to be sold. The estate with the timber upon it was sold accordingly, in 1816 and 1817, to Mr. Gilley Pritchett at the price of £1571 6s. It is described as the Friars' land, with the orchard, &c, and the use of the Whitehall spring or stream flowing through the same. Gilley Pritchett left this property to his trustees Thomas Pardoe Purton, of Oldbury in the county of Salop, esquire, and the Rev. John Purton, clerk, directing it by a codicil to his will, dated 12th June, 1835, to be sold. The greater part of the land in question was sold accordingly to Mr. James Brettell Yaughan of Burway, who by his will devised it to his nephew Brettell Vaughan, Esq., of Ludlow, who sold on Lady-day, 1861, to the Corporation of Ludlow, as constituting the Local Board of Health, the site of the Priory of Saint Austin, to be employed as a Cattle Market now in course of erection.
Tradition, the handmaid of history, has happily furnished some account of the last state of this ancient foundation. A lady now advanced in years, but still resident at Ludlow, was amused by the interest created by digging out the old foundations, while, as she said, no one took much notice of the buildings when they were above ground. When she was quite young and used to go to school from Letwyche, a large range of stone building's, which looked like a large house, stood a little below the road in an open space full of stones and ruins. Dividing this space from the road was a massive wall with an archway in it and gates, through which, and between some of the ruins, there was a kind of road down to the " ruined building." The little stream called Whitehall Brook, rising probably from Saint Julian's Well on Gravel Hill, flowed through the fish-ponds below the Priory inclosure into the river Teme. Its course having lately been altered, it has now ceased to run as formerly. The old lady described a road leading from nearly opposite the entrance archway of the Priory to join the Cleobury Mortimer road, near where the Gravel Hill turnpike-gate now stands. The existence of a road in that direction explains the ancient road which was cut across by the Shrewsbury and Hereford Railway at that spot, and set down, in spite of all reasons to the contrary, as a Roman road, at the time it was discovered nearly seven years ago. The building itself was used as a kennel for Captain Waring's hounds; and the old lady perfectly remembers how he and a gay party of gentlemen and ladies, all dressed in scarlet, rode out of the archway on days when the meet was fixed at Ludlow. But, she added, at night was quite another scene. The old Priory seemed then to be reoccupied by its former inhabitants-singing and other noises were heard as though many people lived there; and, on fine nights, the Prior and brethren, all habited in white, might be seen walking along the road still called the Friars' Lane, in a stately manner, to the intense alarm of any young folks who might happen to be rambling that way too late in the evening. I tell this tale as it was told to me; but I am happy to add that the kennel was not on the site of the Priory, but in a barn immediately adjoining Old Gates Fee, below the present inn known as the Horse and Jockey, though it was on the Waring property, which then extended from Lower Gaolford to the Teme. The harriers, which VOL. xxxix.
B
were the hounds Captain Waring kept, were hunted by a man of the name of Maiden, who lived in that part of the old building which was still habitable. A great part of it had the roof off, and only holes where the windows were. All the remains of the old buildings were taken down by Mr. Gilley Pritchett, who laid down the land as a meadow, the turf of which soon covered the foundation of the walls. This happy accident enabled Mr. Curley, the engineer employed in levelling the ground for the new Cattle Market, to trace with remarkable accuracy the ground-plan of the Priory and conventual buildings,* which is represented in Plate XII. In their general arrangement, they correspond with other houses under the same rule. The church was usually spacious, for the purpose of accommodating a large congregation. The east ends were ordinarily square; and the choir, never very large, was sometimes, as at Llanthony and Christ Church, shut off from its aisles. In the present instance may be noticed a multangular building, which is supposed to have served the purpose of a chapter house.
The refectory was usually on the opposite side of the garth or inner court to the church. The prior's house was almost invariably attached to the south-west angle of the nave of the church. The exact arrangements of the conventual apartments and cloisters cannot be ascertained, but they may derive some illustration by comparison with the ground plan of the Prsemonstratensian Convent at Eastby, these regular canons being under the rule of St. Augustine. b From being generally situated in or near towns, the friars' houses have been obliterated by the erection of other buildings on their site. Happily, enough remains of the Austin Friars' house in Ludlow to show that it belonged to the best period of English architecture, and that considerable care must have been taken in its decoration.
From the fragments which remain, and which have been preserved by being built up against the outer wall of the new inclosure, we conjecture the earlier part of the building to be as early as 1260 (see, for instance, a base represented in the woodcut), while the ball-flower pattern seen on the remains of some beautiful sedilia (fig. 4) , and in several portions of windows ( fig. 3) , carry down the building so late as 1340. It was probably erected at two different periods, between the middle of the thirteenth and the middle of the fourteenth centuries. Among the ruins were discovered various encaustic tiles, which were eagerly sought for, and are now carefully preserved by the inhabitants of the town. A selection of them is represented in Plate XIII., and it will be seen that they vary considerably in date as well as in style of decoration. The earlier ones belong apparently to the fourteenth century; one of the most curious among them ( fig. 3) represents the crucifixion, a subject peculiarly inappropriate to the pavement of any building, and which does not, so far as I am aware, occur elsewhere; its workmanship is very rude. Another remarkable device may be seen in fig. 4 , being the words HE THAT HATH NOT CANNOT ; this may be a personal motto, or it may be a sentiment very appropriately placed in a Friary, suggesting to its inhabitants the uselessness of trying to levy contributions on 2 B 2 those who had not wherewithal to satisfy their importunities. Several of the tiles represent animals; one has on it a rabbit, another a cock and some initials (see figs. 5 and 6) ; others have a lion passant within a circle, a very common device on tiles, which occurs at Romsey and elsewhere; a fish within a pointed oval may likewise be seen; and a stag trippant; among the simpler devices may be noticed a plain fleur de lis. The armorial tiles are three in number; one has a fesse between six crosses crosslet-the arms of Beauchamp; another (fig. 2 ) exhibits a sword and two cross keys, not in a shield; a third ( fig. 1) , which is of later date, a chevron between three crosses pattee. To the same date as the last may be referred a tile with the monogram t i) t inclosed in a circle, and with portions of quatrefoils in the angles. This tile occurs in the fine pavement laid down in the choir of Gloucester Cathedral by Thomas Sebroke,* Abbot of Gloucester from 1450 to 1457, and which there is every reason to believe was made at Malvern. The earlier tiles have some resemblance in their decoration to those found in a kiln at Droitwich in "Worcestershire. An ancient mortar, a few coins, some keys, and other metal-work were found during the process of levelling the ground for the new Cattle Market, but nothing which requires any further notice in this place. 
